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NOTATION KEY

LEFT-HAND FINGER NOTATION

Left-hand fingers are indicated by plain Arabic numbers:
1=index finger

2=middle finger

3=ring finger

4=little finger

O=open string

4 4 C)€—— 4-little finger plays G
1=index finger plays C
) G O=th?rd-str1.ng G is open
Q) A= 2=middle finger plays E

‘\3=ring finger plays low C

RIGHT-HAND FINGER NOTATION

Right-hand fingers are indicated by lower-case letters:
p=thumb

i=index finger

m=middle finger

a=ring finger

c=little finger (seldom used)

Index finger (i) Ring finger (a)
plucks Sristring plucks 1st string

)

Y 4\ | -
[ fan) | =
SV v |
) = a
- m
>
p

Middle finger (m )
plucks 2nd string

Thumb (p)
plucks 6th string

GUITAR STRING NOTATION

Guitar strings are indicated by circled Arabic numbers:
®=1st or high-E string (thinnest string)

@=2nd or B string

®=3rd or G string

@=4th or D string

®=5th or A string

®=6th or low-E string (thickest string)

Below, are the same two chords, but played on different sets of strings:

E . @ &— G isonlIststring e ? @ &— G is on 2nd string
y 4 72N P —B is on 3rd string Z\ A < — B is on 4th string
[ Fan A/ il [ fanY &
ANDY4 Do« ANDY4 o< _ b st
[Y) T T——Fisondth string [Y) 4 is on 5th string




BAR (Barre) NOTATION

A full bar (bar all six strings) is indicated by a plain Roman numeral.
A dashed line after the Roman numeral indicates how long to hold the bar.

Bar all six strings

at the third fret. A dashed line following the Roman numeral indicates how long to hold the bar:

111 ) I8 P .
49 10 1O o
y 4 D =4 S Ag E E 73 E ; E
[ fan) 26 (e —= 2 =
D iz ANSY 3 s
o o | | | | | |
1O 1O O

Bars of fewer than 6 strings are indicated with a Roman numeral PLUS a circled number
at the upper right corner of the Roman numeral that indicates how many strings to bar.
A dashed line after the Roman numeral indicates how long to hold the bar.

Bar two strings B arhﬁvf(ie fsl”clr;ngs Bar three strings
at the first fret. 6;1 tthe fifth fret. at the second fret.
@ , Vo . n® ,
N o N ):te
P 4 i P 4 45 P’ 4 Hﬂ'\}j
7 T Cmv O Cmy TO
[y, 3 — 3 e 1 e 0 — 0 —
e T T =T e
(D minor chord) (D major chord)

(F major chord)

Partial bars are bars used to hold a particular group of strings.

They are notated by a Roman numeral indicating the fret to be

barred and a group of circled numbers at the upper right corner

of the Roman numeral that indicate which strings are to be barred.

A dashed line following the Roman numeral indicates how long to hold the bar:

Place a bar at the second 4g1nly Sasrt;hegrd’ ' N
i irst fi , and strings.

fret with the first finger. 8 Place a bar at the second CZlEgléﬁir;trfna;d

\ / fret with the first finger. &S

n®®e . 1 10
___________ =
P A (I1®] 49 LY
Y 4 O6 V ANV ]
[ fan) TO"" (&H 17O
O Dl
o = = = .

|
N
]
]
Y
Y

HARMONIC NOTATION
For complete information on harmonic notation and execution, see my Technique Tips:

1. How to Read Harmonic N otation:
Ihttps://douglasniedt.com/Tech_Tip_How_To_Read_Harmonic_N otation.html|

2. Harmonics: https://douglasniedt.com/Tech_Tip_Harmonics.html|



https://douglasniedt.com/Tech_Tip_How_To_Read_Harmonic_Notation.html
https://douglasniedt.com/Tech_Tip_Harmonics.html
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Cradle Song

Flemish Traditional Carol
Arranged by Douglas Niedt
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